International public health and the international joint venture Soviet political and economic developments may offer an opportunity for a new balance between public and private participation in public health, including strategies to link health promotion and disease prevention to economic growth ventures. As the Soviet economy is redefined it will be necessary to revise the Soviet health care system.4 Rather than model health care and preventive public health activities directly on Western models, the Soviet Union may evolve unprecedented approaches that respond specifically to Soviet realities and the opportunities created by radical economic reform. Soviet ministries should encourage international joint ventures with Western concerns that voluntarily integrate public health programmes related to the venture product or service. As the infrastructure needed to support entrepreneurial activities evolves, a low cost strengthening of public health infrastructure may 
